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was read at a meeting at his house the evening before pub-
lication, and that, about fifty being present, they, every
man, extolled it, although men of different shades of poli-
tics and parties were present.

There are flying rumors that Speed and Harlan, and
some say Stanton, have sent in their resignations. It is
excessively warm and I have not thought proper to call on
the President and inquire. Possibly Speed has resigned,
though I have some doubts; more as regards Harlan; and
I am incredulous as regards Stanton.

July 16, Monday. We are having, I think, as warm
weather as I have ever experienced. The papers have a
curt letter from Speed resigning his office. He has also
written an elaborate but not very profound letter to Doo-
little, dissenting from the Philadelphia Convention.

The President sent in a veto on the new bill establishing
the Freedmen's Bureau, or prolonging it. His reasons
against it were strong and vigorous, but the two houses,
without discussing or considering them, immediately passed
the bill over the veto, as was agreed and arranged by the
leaders, Stevens and others. Very few of the Members
know anything of the principles involved, or even the pro-
visions of the bill, nor, if informed, had they the inde-
pendence to act, but they could under the lash of party
vote against the President. Two or three of the Members,
in telling me the result, spoke of it as a great triumph in the
manner of the final hasty passage without any considera-
tion.

July 17, Tuesday. Still excessively warm. Not much at
the Cabinet to note. Stanton read a strange dispatch from
Gen. George H. Thomas at Nashville, stating that some of
the Tennessee members of the legislature would not attend
the sessions and asking if he should not arrest them. The
President promptly and with point said, if General Thomas
had nothing else to do but to intermeddle in local contro-